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Attendees 

Jen Rothenberg, APRC - Chairman 
Shirley Canniff, APRC Vice Chairman 
Donald Vitters, ARPC Commissioner 
Leslie Mayer, ARPC Commissioner 
Elena Bartholomew , ARPC Commissioner 
Peter Hedlund, APRC Associate Commissioner 
Crissy Tarantino, ARPC Associate Commissioner 
Joe Connelly, Director of Recreation 
Katie Kozikowski, Animal Control Officer 


Introduction 

Joe Connelly welcomed the attendees to the meeting and provided the following information: 

• The off-leash dog program in Arlington’s parks was approved by Town Meeting five years 
ago. 

• Over the years and this year, Joe has received a number of complaints regarding off-leash 
dogs at Menotomy Rocks Park (MRP) both verbally and via email. The individuals with verbal 
complaints were requested to submit them in writing and the Park and Recreation 
Commission (APRC). 

• In response to the complaints, the APRC decided to schedule a Public Hearing to solicit input 
regarding the existing off-leash dog hours at MRP. 

• In response to the hearing, Joe received 75 emails the, majority of which were in favor of the 
existing off-leash hours from Sam to 9am. The responses also acknowledged there are dogs 
off-leash at other times during the day. 

• The goal of the Off-Leash Hearing is to solicit suggestions aimed at making the off-leash dog 
program even more successful and not to reduce hours. 

Public Comments 

The following is a summary of the questions and comments that were made by the attendees of 
the Public Hearing. 

Speaker #1 - I am grateful for what the APRC does. The problem is with others who are not in 
the room. 

Speaker #2 - What is the penalty for off-leash dogs? 

Response - Since the approval of the off-leash dog article by Town Meeting there have been 3 
Animal Control Officers. The most recent officer Katie Kozikowski was appointed in July 2015. 

The ticket for the first offence is $75. The new officer is focused on education of the dog owners 
and has written 2 tickets. The prior officers issued approximately 13 tickets. 

Speaker #3 - The first step in reducing the number of off-leash dogs after 9am should be issuing 
more tickets. 

Speaker #4 - What is the problem? 

Response - Dogs off-leash after 9am and dogs off-leash in the woods that are prohibited. 
Speaker #5 - Described the results of the information he received from the Arlington Police 
Department and the Recreation Department that are small in number compared with vandalism 
and youth problems. This and other information was provided in a memo distributed to the ARPC 
at the meeting. 

Response - Joe Connelly agreed there are other problems and stated the ARPC was not looking 
to punish all dog owners. 



Speaker #6 - Described incidents where he had been chased by dogs during on-ieash hours in 
restricted off-ieash areas and the disrespectfui treatment he received in speaking with the dog 
owners. He has shared these compiaints with the APRC in writing and verbaiiy but has given-up 
compiaining due to a iack of action and resoiution of his concerns. 

Speaker #7 - Stated she has three chiidren. One chiid was bitten by a dog resuiting in her not 
wanting to go to MRP during on-ieash hours. There are aiso dogs in the piayground and woods 
against the ruies. Compiaints are due to a iack of support by dog owners. What can she do to 
soive the probiem? 

Speaker #8 - Noted it is difficuit for responsibie dog owners to be responsibie for correcting the 
off-iease offenses by others. Laws that penaiize responsibie owners wiii faii. The speaker cited 
exampies in other communities that issue a medaiiion to dog owners who pass a training program 
aimed at promoting responsibie behavior and controi of dogs. 

Speaker #9 - Moved to Ariington from Annapoiis where they had a simiiar training program that 
was successfui. He noted that dog “poop’ is a source of degradation of the water quaiity in the 
pond. 

Speaker #10 - Commented she went to MRP and thought it was a “dog park” due to the number 
of off-ieash dogs during the day. 

Speaker #11 - Stated he ioves dogs and the off-ieash program has been successfui. He aiso 
noted peopie who are afraid of dogs have a right to go to the park without concerns for off-ieash 
dogs during on-ieash hours. This wiii oniy happen if dog owners are responsibie and educated in 
the controi of their dogs. 

Response - Joe Conneiiy agreed and noted it is unfair to expect park users to be responsibie for 
poiicing the behavior of non-responsibie dog owners. The APRC has iooked at the use of “park 
rangers”. In the past that was deemed unfeasibie. 

Speaker #12 - Stated he is a runner who uses the park. He is sympathetic for peopie who are 
afraid of dogs and he knows who break the ruies. He recommended the town estabiish firm ruies 
and fines for offenders and aiso recommended Town Meeting add afternoon hours in some 
parks. 

Speaker #13-1 have two dogs and use MRP. There does not need to be two camps of dog 
owners and non-owners. Some of the dog owners who use the park are from out-of-town 

however most peopie are responsibie. 

Speaker #14 - Dogs in the park heip controi the geese. 

Speaker #15- The peopie she met in MRP were great when she moved to Ariington. Her dog is 
under voice controi and agrees it shouid be a requirement of aii users. She was unaware that she 
had to submit a written compiaint of offenders but did caii the poiice who did not respond. She 
aiso caiied the Animai Controi Officer. Dog waikers (who often waik 4 dogs) are a probiem. 
Speaker #16 - MRP is dean as a resuit of responsibie dog owners who pick-up the trash. 
Speaker #17- Stated he is in favor or enforcement but it needs to be reasonabie. Happy off- 
iease dogs in the woods are not a probiem. Aiso peopie need and want afternoon hours. He 
requested information on how to compiain about off-ieash offenders and a forum for discussing 
the issues. 

Speaker #18 - Requested more information on the process or changing off-ieash hours. It should 
not be us vs. them and suggest A-Dog workshops as a resource to help others. 

Speaker #19 - An abutter to MRP noted dogs in the woods are a threat to his 1-1/2 year old son. 
Speaker #20 - I use MRP everyday. Some people are not comfortable with the dogs in the park 
Consider non-dog park hours to help solve this conflict. 

Speaker #21 - Agreed that non-dog hours would be good. What is the process for expanding or 
changing the hours? 

Response - Joe Connelly explained the decision to exclude the woods was part of a lengthy 
process that included 9-11 community meetings during the development of the Off-Lease Dog 
Article for Town Meeting. The Article passed by only 6-9 votes. The woods were excluded due to 
difficulty in establishing sight and voice control by the dog owners. 

Speaker #22 - Was there any consideration of creating a fenced-in dog area at MRP? 

Response - Yes, but it was also ruled out in the beginning. 

Speaker #23 - Noted there are hostile dogs that use the park. 



Speaker #24 - I am a runner who uses MPR and Habitat in Beimont. The peopie in the room are 
not the probiem. 

Speaker #25 - I am a board member of A-Dog and am gratefui for the eariy off-ieash hours. 
Speaker #26 - Not giving tickets is a probiem (not for peopie in the room). 

Speaker #27 - How do I voice compiaints? The “medaiiion” group is a good idea. I want to thank 
you for being civii. 

Speaker #28 -1 have 4 dogs. One of the dogs is not good so we do not go to MRP. The woods 
at MRP are good for odd-ieash dog if the boundaries are ciarified. There is an existing dog 
schooi. Dog owners are voiunteers who heip the park by cieaning-up the park and woods. 
Speaker #29 - Noted that Horn Pond has iawn signs that may be usefui in communicating 
information at parks in Ariington. 

Speaker #30 - What happens if fines are not paid? 

Response - Unpaid fine are transferred to the Cambridge District Court. 

Speaker #31 - I want to thank the Animai Controi Officer. Thirty years ago there was much iess 
knowiedge of the issues being discussed today. Peopie need to be educated on the conduct of 
dogs in the parks. 

Speaker #32 - Dogs shouid not be profiied. 

Speaker #33 - Recommend a short-term experiment before any changes to the existing off-iease 
ruies. 

Speaker #34 - Noted that discussions iike the one tonight are what makes Ariington great and 
request that non-Ariington residents not be exciuded. 

Speaker #35 - Winter hours are a probiem. 

Animal Control Officer 

The Animai Controi Officer informed the group that she has oniy 4 hours per week to address off- 
iease dog issues. She can be contacted by phone or emaii. Compiaints tend to be reiated to a 
probiem that is not apparent to the person creating the probiem. 

Summary 

Jen Rothenberg thanked the group the information that was provided and iisted the foiiowing 
items that were identified as potentiai soiutions. 

• Fines and ticketing. 

• Medaiiions. 

• Process for compiaints (anonymous). 

• Seif-poiicing. 

• Signs. 

• Non-dog hours. 

• Fenced-in areas. 

• More education. 

• Change in hours. 

• Use of the woods. 

• Off-ieash territory. 

• Fiexibie hours at different iocations. 

• Increased iicensing of dogs. 

Next Steps 

Joe Conneiiy informed the group that the APRC needs to review the resuits of the hearing and 
wiii hoid a second hearing for further input and recommendations. 




